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On March 21 in Washington, three members of the Representacion Unitaria de la Oposicion
Guatemalteca (RUOG) announced their imminent return to Guatemala for the first time in several
years. RUOG dispatched a communique to the United Nations Human Rights Commission and
the Organization of American States requesting that the two organizations take steps to express
concern for the safety of their members to the Guatemalan government. RUOG said it plans to
participate in the national dialogue and reconciliation process initiated by the Central American
peace accord signed in August last year. The three RUOG members, Frank LaRue, Rigoberta
Menchu and Rolando Castillo said they wish to meet with members of the National Reconciliation
Commission, and of organizations representing all sectors of Guatemalan society. LaRue asserted
that their return to Guatemala "is an opportunity for the...government to demonstrate its willingness
to follow through with the steps of democratization established in the Central American peace
plan, in particular with the convening of the national dialogue for reconciliation." The RUOG
members also plan to attend the meeting of the International Parliamentary Union, scheduled for
April 18-23 in Guatemala City. Rigoberta Menchu, an Indian woman from El Quiche department,
is a leader of the Campesino Unity Committee (CUC). Rolando Castillo, physician, is a former
dean of the medical school at Guatemala's San Carlos National University. Menchu and Castillo
reside in Mexico. Frank LaRue, attorney, formerly served as an adviser to Guatemalan labor groups.
He resides in Washington, DC. Prior to leaving Guatemala, all three experienced death threats
or attempts on their lives, as well as losses of family members and colleagues at the hands of the
Guatemalan security forces. (The CUC was formed in 1978 in the Guatemalan highlands, and its
leadership was based in Christian-based communities that were emerging throughout the area.
On Jan. 31, 1980, a group of impoverished Indians from El Quiche department composed mainly
of CUC members traveled to the capital to protest army tactics being used against civilians in their
area. The peasants and their student supporters marched into the Spanish Embassy to dramatize
a demand that the government form a committee to investigate their grievances. Despite pleas by
the Spanish ambassador for negotiations, Guatemalan police stormed the embassy in violation of
international law. In the ensuing fracas, a Molotov cocktail was knocked over. The blaze killed all
but one of the 35 peasants, several embassy employees and two former Guatemalan government
officials. Spain immediately broke diplomatic relations with Guatemala. Shortly after this incident,
CUC organized a two-week strike among sugarcane and cotton workers on the southern coast.
Indian and "ladino" migrant workers forced the government to agree to a $3.20 daily minimum
wage for rural workers. In 1981, CUC joined with the most militant groups of workers, slumdwellers,
Christians and students to form the January 31 Popular Front (FP-31). FP-31 called for "much
more profound forms of struggle," offering itself as a "unitary structure to deepen support and
coordination between the mass organizations." As a result of increasing government repression,
most mass organizations such as the CUC were forced underground.) [Basic data from 04/03/88
news bulletin by Guatemala Health Rights Support Project (Washington, DC); Stephen Schlesinger
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and Stephen Kinzer, Bitter Fruit (Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, 1982); Tom Barry and
Debt Preusch, The Central America Fact Book (New York: Grove Press, 1986).]
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